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REVIEWS 


The Garden dictionary; an encyclo- 
pedia of practical horticulture, garden 
management and landscape design, ed. 
by Norman Taylor. 27 cm. Boston and 
N. Y., Houghton Mifflin, 1936. 896p. 
Green fabrikoid $16.25 to libraries and 
for all cash sales; $17 for installment 
subscription sales. 

According to the preface, this substan- 
tial quarto is meant as a comprehensive 
dictionary of gardening for the general 
garden public, with special reference to 
the needs of the amateur. A suggestion 
sent to the nearly seventy distinguished 
contributors reads, “Your article must 


-—_— 


not be written for the experts, but it must 
be apparent that it was written by one.” 
The aim embodied in this suggestion has 
been achieved. The articles are clear, 
concise and to the point. The longer ones 
are generally initialed. 

According to the publisher’s statistics, 
there are 11,300 separate entries and 
references alphabetically arranged ; 4,400 
common names of cultivated plants; de- 
scriptions of 7,785 species; and 6,966 
cross references and short definitions. 

Articles range in length from single 
line definitions and plant name equiva- 
lents to contributions of several pages, 





Tue Susscrirtion Booxs BuLietin is published quarterly by the American Library Association, 520 N. 


Michigan Ave., 


Chicago, Ill. Subscription price $1.00 per year; 35c per single copy. 
class matter May 2, 1930, at the post office at Chicago, Ill., with additional 


Entered as sec 
entry at Crawfordsville, Ind, 


under the Act of March 3, 1879, copyright 1936. 


Printed in the U. S. A. 


o. 


Indexed in Book Review Digest 








34 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





such as those on kitchen gardening and 
soil operations. 

Most of the articles deal with plants 
grown in gardens and about homes for 
use or ornament, including trees for fruit 
and shade, shrubs, flowers and vegetables. 
Very brief treatment is given to field crops 
such as wheat and cotton which are of 
slight interest to gardeners. 

Characteristic information found in 
articles on plant genera includes pronun- 
_ ciation of name, reference to plant family, 

nontechnical description, origin of name, 
method of growth and propagation and 
paragraphs on important species. For a 
species thus mentioned are given a brief 
description, statement of country of 
origin, period of bloom and zones wherein 
it is hardy. 

Aside from information on plants, the 
volume covers a range of interest most 
easily suggested by naming a few of the 
longer articles: bog gardening; border; 


budding; cold frame; blue (red, yellow, 
etc.) garden exhibitions and shows; 


garden calendar; greenhouse; house 
plants; insecticides; Japanese gardens; 
kitchen garden; mushroom; plant dis- 
eases; potting mixtures; rock garden; 
tools and implements ; tree surgery ; vines ; 
and walls and wall gardening. 

It is impracticable to name all leading 
articles, but special mention may be made 
of the 14-page Garden calendar. This 
includes schedules of tasks, and also lists 
of plants blooming in each month. 

Information is given on the horticul- 
tural possibilities, soils and climate of 
each of the states and provinces and in- 
cludes the address of the local agricultural 
experiment station to which inquirers 
may refer. 


Under the heading Garden books is 
found a discussion of works of historical 
interest and a list of important works 
published in the United States from 1800 
to 1900. This and a list of periodicals 
under Garden magazines constitute all 
the bibliography. Librarians and cer- 
tainly some gardeners will regret that a 
way could not be found to include also a 
selected list of currently standard books 
on leading horticultural topics and some 
definite mention of the valuable bulletins 
issued by the United States Department 
of agriculture and the individual state 
experiment stations. 

The system of cross references is com- 
prehensive, consistent, and worked out 
with great care so that the volume is 
completely self-indexing. Wherever a 
scientific term is employed, an asterisk 
(*) refers to a footnote which tells the 
reader that the term is explained in its 
alphabetical place among other articles. 

Illustrations are numerous and good. 
Twenty-one of them are full-page color 
plates, chiefly of gardens or flowers, 
beautifully reproduced. The hundreds 
of line cuts inserted in the text are clear 
and illuminating. Maps accompanying 
articles on states and provinces show zones 
of hardiness, rainfall, dates of the latest 
and earliest killing frosts, and the num- 
ber of days in growing periods. A colored 
map under Zones shows belts of hardiness 
in the United States and southern 
Canada; to this map, references are made 
from articles on plants to assist the 
reader in selecting species hardy in his 
vicinity. 

The volume in fabrikoid which was 
examined is well sewed on tapes, but the 
joints and the back lining seem hardly 
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strong enough to stand up well under 
library conditions. 

The Garden dictionary may be char- 
acterized as an authoritative, well- 
planned and carefully worked out refer- 
ence aid for the amateur gardener and 
garden lover living in the United States 
and southern Canada. Doubtless many 
persons interested in commercial horti- 
culture will also find it useful. 

Recommended for individuals and for 
libraries. 


The Garden encyclopedia; a complete, 
practical and convenient guide to every 
detail of gardening... ; ed. by E.L.D. 
Seymour. N. Y., Wm. H. Wise and 
co., 1936. x, 1300p. cloth $4; artcraft 


$5. 


The purpose of this work as stated in 
the foreword is to “present in simple, 
practical, interesting and helpful form 
the information that will enable any 
person with a garden to get the most out 
of it.” 

Broad in scope, the Garden encyclo- 
pedia covers the materials, means and 
methods of gardening, and also aims to 
give sufficient background in elementary 
botany to enable the user to grasp the 
principles which underlie plant growth. 
Articles are to be found on plants, soils, 
fertilizers, sprays, insect pests, plant dis- 
eases, garden design, methods of plant- 
ing and many other related subjects. 
Those on plants include not only culti- 
vated flowers, vegetables, fruits and 
shrubs, but also common trees, weeds and 
wild flowers. 

The articles on plants are usually de- 
veloped in a fairly uniform way. A short 
description is followed by simple direc- 


— 


tions for culture and a list of important 
varieties with a brief identifying note for 
each. In most cases, plants are listed 
under both their common and botanical 
names with full information under the 
name most frequently used and a short 
description and cross reference under the 
other form. Pronunciation of botanical 
names used as titles of articles is shown 
by respelling. 

The style is clear and concise, and the 
treatment of subjects is simple enough for 
even the beginning gardener to under- 
stand. 

In general, articles are short, with 
plentiful “See” and “See also” references 
to relevant material. These cross refer- 
ences coupled with the alphabetical ar- 
rangement make an index unnecessary. 

No bibliography is attempted. 

About 250 photographs and 500 clear, 
well-chosen line drawings illustrate the 
text. Among helpful tables is one on 
weeds, and another on important rust 
diseases and their hosts. Diagrams show 
such processes as the potting of plants, 
building of hotbeds and construction of 
trenching. 

The binding on the cloth volume which 
was examined is weak for the weight of 
the book and will not stand up under 
heavy use. ‘The type though small is 
clear and legible. The paper is of medium 
grade. The amount and quality of ma- 
terial for the price is unusual. 

Comparison with the Garden diction- 
ary noticed elsewhere in this issue is sug- 
gested but can only be partially attempted. 
Both works are admirable. Both are 
addressed to the amateur but the Garden 
encyclopedia is less formal in its presenta- 
tion. The Garden dictionary at a crude 
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estimate may contain from twenty to 
twenty-five percent more material, but the 
condensed form of much of this and the 
closely worked-out cross references elimi- 
nating much repetition suggest that the 
difference in actual information may be 
greater. 

Comparison of twenty-one articles on 
plants showed the Garden dictionary to 
enumerate more species and varieties, as 
a rule, and to give fuller and more precise 
botanical information. The high average 
accuracy of the Garden encyclopedia in 
this latter respect, however, has been com- 
mented upon by good authority. (See 
F. F. Rockwell in the New York Times 
Book Review, April 12, 1936, p.10) 
The Garden encyclopedia despite its 
smaller size contains information not 
found in the larger work, comprehensive 
as the latter is. 

The Garden encyclopedia is recom- 
mended for libraries and individuals need- 
ing a simple but inclusive work on garden- 
ing. Large libraries will find it useful 
for meeting popular demands, and small 
libraries unable to afford an expensive 
work will welcome it as filling a definite 
gap on their reference shelves. 


The King and his Empire; twenty- 
five years of the reign of King George 
V and Queen Mary, together with 
a complete historical and descriptive 
survey of all the lands and peoples of 
the British and Indian Empires in 
the year of Their Majesties’ silver 
jubilee, by Charles W. Domville-Fife. 
3v. London, Virtue & co. [pref. 1935] 
$21. 


This is a new and abridged edition of 
the Encyclopedia of the British Empire, 


third edition. According to the editor’s 
preface, “it is an abbreviation of my en- 
cyclopedic survey of the British Empire, 
with the addition of much new material 
and the subtraction of all that appeared 
unnecessary in a work intended to pre- 
sent a complete picture of the Reign and 
of the Empire of Their Majesties at the 
time of their Silver Jubilee.” 

The material common to both editions 
consists of articles on the various parts 
of the Empire such as Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand. This material has 
not been revised or brought up to date 
in any way with the exception of a few 
changes in wording such as the use of 
the words Kingdom of Egypt instead of 
Egypt, and the addition of a few new 
illustrations. 

The new material consists almost en- 
tirely of two preliminary sections, en- 
titled King George V and Queen Mary, 
Twenty-five Years of Their Majesties’ 
Reign, and The Silver Jubilee Celebra- 
tions. These sections are liberally illus- 
trated with good, well-chosen photo- 
graphs, but both the information in the 
text and similar pictures could be ob- 
tained from other less expensive sources. 

The material omitted in this edition 
was made up of articles dealing with the 
Empire as a whole such as Cables, Edu- 
cation, Forests and timber, Trade routes, 
etc., and a Gazetteer of cities, towns, 
and ports in the British Empire with 
Steamship routes. The five volumes of 
the Encyclopedia of the British Empire 
(2,029 pages) have been reduced to 
three volumes (1,365 pages) in the King 
and his Empire. 

The King and his Empire covers the 
whole British Empire and includes man- 
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datory territories, the British possessions 
and interests in and around China, and 
Egypt with which England has a treaty 
of permanent alliance. There is a sepa- 
rate article on each part of the Empire 
dealing with all the important aspects 
of that area. For example, the section 
on Canada contains 161 pages and covers 
(1) general description, history, immi- 
gration, geography, government, rail- 
ways, Dominion lands, roads, etc., and 
(2) a detailed description of each prov- 
ince considering the history, geography, 
industry, chief cities, etc. 

The articles are not signed and no 
list of contributors is given. The editor, 
who is a well-known explorer and jour- 
nalist, is the only person whose name ap- 
pears in connection with the work. 

The preface date, 1935, is misleading 
as the text—except for the preliminary 
sections, King George V and Queen 
Mary, and The Silver Jubilee Celebra- 
tions, mentioned as new—has been taken 
practically unchanged from the earlier 
edition. The latest date noticed, except 
in the preliminary sections, was 1930. 
Population and other figures rarely have 
any indication of date but seem to be 
ones of about the year 1929. 

The text on the whole appears to be 
fairly accurate although errors may be 
noted here and there; for example, 
p.1226 and 1229 refer to the capital of 
St. Vincent as Kingston instead of Kings- 
town. Articles are moderately well 
written and a majority cover all the im- 
portant facts. A few are noticeably in- 
adequate such as the section on railways 
in Canada (p.239-44) which practically 
ignores the great Canadian National 
Railway system. 


One of the best features of the set 
is the clear well-chosen illustrations, 
many full page, some half page or 
smaller. According to the title page the 
work has 1,250 photographs and maps. 
A few new illustrations have been added 
and a few omitted which appeared in 
corresponding sections of the Encyclo- 
pedia of the British Empire. Compar- 
ing the illustrations under Canada in the 
new edition with those in the old we find 
that 112 are the same, 1 is omitted and 11 
new ones are added. The sources from 
which the photographs were obtained 
such as the Canadian Pacific railway, 
the Australian government and the 
Malay States agency are usually ac- 
knowledged. Although some attempt 
has been made to keep the illustrations 
with the material in the text, many are 
several pages removed from the passages 
to which they belong. For example, in 
the article about Canada, illustrations 
of Quebec city appear at p.208-10, 217, 
275, 286, 288, although the description 
of Quebec city appears on p.284-85. No 
list or index of illustrations is included 
in this new edition. 

Maps, some black and white, some 
colored, appear throughout the text. 
Many were drawn especially for this 
encyclopedia. The majority are clear 
although one or two such as Oceania 
(p.462) are indistinct. 

Almost no bibliographical references 
appear. 

The order in which the articles are 
arranged makes this set unsatisfactory 
for quick reference use but does not inter- 
fere with its employment for browsing 
or general reading. ‘The various parts 
of the Empire are not alphabetical but 
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are grouped as follows: The United 
Kingdom, the Dominions, the Imperial 
crown colonies and protectorates with 
mandatory territories (subdivided into 
groups by continents) and Spheres of 
special influence. 

There is no table of contents in the 
front of each volume and no alphabetical 
index to the set. Instead there is in the 
last volume an Index of subjects ar- 
ranged according to the order of topics in 
the volumes. Under each topic sub- 


topics are arranged alphabetically, thus: 


Canada 
Beginning of Canada 
British Columbia 
Canadian Pacific railway 
Central Canada 
etc. 


Australia 
Convict settlement 
etc. 


It is impossible to use such an Index for 
quick reference as it presupposes a 
knowledge of the status and location of 
the place in question. 

The volumes are bound in treated 
cloth, commonly called fabrikoid, with 
attractive gold stamping. Although the 
set is paged continuously and the index 
gives reference by page number only, 
there is no indication on the back of any 
volume as to the pages contained therein. 
The paper in the set is a highly glazed 
stock satisfactory for photographic re- 
productions but inclined to glare under 
strong light. 

The set from its title seems to invite 
comparison with the Oxford survey of 
the British Empire but the latter is more 
scholarly and technical with very few 
illustrations. The King and his Empire 
is in general make-up more like the 
Peoples of all nations or the Countries 
of the world, both edited by J. A. Ham- 


merton. Naturally however, the King 
and his Empire covers the British Em- 
pire in much greater detail. 

The set contains much accurate and 
interesting information which is hard 
to find elsewhere in equally concise and 
readable form. It should have value for 
young people and adults who wish popu- 
lar material on the Empire. Because of 
its various defects which have been 
pointed out, however, the King and his 
Empire is recommended only for homes 
and libraries in which the need of popular 
material on the subject may outweigh 
its shortcomings, and in which the 
Encyclopedia of the British Empire is 
not already owned. 


The March of man; a chronological 
record of peoples and events from 
prehistoric times to the present day 
... 3 American editors, Albert 
Bushnell Hart [and] Isaac J. Cox; 
English editor, Lawrence H. Dawson. 
29 cm. N. Y., Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica, inc., 1935. 71p. + 96 maps + 
7 charts + 64 plates. $12. 


This work in quarto consists of three 
separate sections, (1) an historical atlas, 
(2) comparative time charts and (3) his- 
torical illustrations. It is intended to 
record in condensed form significant 
events, discoveries and peoples from 
earliest times through 1935. 

The historical atlas has been pre- 
pared by Ramsay Muir and Robert 
McElroy who are also responsible for 
Putnam’s historical atlas (English edi- 
tion, Philip’s historical atlas). There is 
a striking similarity between the two 
works, and a comparison shows a major- 
ity of the maps are common to both. The 
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most noticeable differences occur in 
arrangement and methods of showing 
relief on physical maps. Putnam’s his- 
torical atlas uses altitude tints and 
shading whereas The March of man 
uses altitude tints alone. Several addi- 
tional maps, mostly in the field of 
ancient history, are given in the present 
work and a few maps found in Putnam’s 
historical atlas are omitted here. The 
index to the atlas section of The March 
of man is fuller than that of the earlier 
work. 

Seven folded charts present history 
chronologically in parallel columns, 
compact with text, from prehistoric 
times through 1935, their form suggest- 
ing that of Putnam’s Handbook of uni- 
versal history. ‘The columns represent- 
ing different regions or countries have 
each a background of some distinctive 
tint to guide the eye. Horizontal lines 


dividing the charts by date are another 


helpful visual device. Dates within the 
columns are given in boldface type. 
The capitalization of names of persons, 
places or events indicates that “each 
word so capitalized is the title of a com- 
prehensive article in one of the volumes 
of The Encyclopaedia Britannica.” Ad- 
ditional suggestions for collateral read- 
ing in the Britannica are given on a 
separate enclosed sheet. The charts 
when extended measure about 38 inches 
in width and are mounted on linen to 
guard against wear at the folds. 

The charts are successful in pre- 
senting the general sweep of world his- 
tory. Says Albert Bushnell Hart in the 
introduction, “Too much of our study 
of history has been vertical. We have 
thought of a single country and disre- 


garded the rest of the world. We 
should view history horizontally seeing 
the whole world at one and the same 
time.” 

The omission of any sort of index to 
this section of the book seems a serious 
handicap. The user must know the 
approximate date of an event and the 
region where it occurred before it can 
be located on the chart. 

The last section of the book, the his- 
torical illustrations, consists of 64 plates 
containing 177 sepia reproductions of 
works of art, prints from contemporary 
sources, portraits, and photographs with 
concise explanatory text on the opposite 
page. Cross references are frequently 
made to the maps and charts. 

Although the pictures are interesting 
individually, as a rule, and are at- 
tractively reproduced, the section taken 
as a whole seems chiefly useful for casual 
browsing. One feels that for the pur- 
pose of general historical illustration 
portraiture has been rather overem- 
phasized and that too little attention has 
been paid to events, places and historical 
objects. The lack of an index handicaps 
the use of the picture section for refer- 
ence. The list of illustrations does not 
adequately replace an index. 

The book is sturdily bound in imita- 
tion red leather; the paper is of good 
stock and the printing is clear. 

A London edition of The March of 
man was not available for side-by-side 
comparison. A librarian familiar with 
it writes that it “does not seem to be ex- 
actly the same as the one reviewed. There 
is no date on the title page but it is 
apparently 1935. The title page gives 
the general editor as Lawrence H. 
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Dawson and the Introduction is signed 
L. H. D. The material seems to be the 
same but there are some differences in 
arrangement. For example, the third 
part, Historical illustrations, apparently 
varies as we have a section of text alone, 
pages [73]-93, which gives a description 
of each plate and this section is followed 
by the plates with a short title under 
each.” 

Viewed as a whole The March of man 
because of its atlas and charts has a place 
as a ready reference tool in the large 
library. However, since the atlas so 
largely duplicates Putnam’s historical 
atlas (Putnam, ed. 6, 1927. $5) and 
the reference value of the pictorial sec- 
tion seems uncertain, a library may have 
to consider whether it wishes to pay $12 
just for the sake of having the charts. 
In the small library where the maps and 
illustrations are not duplicated in other 
works, or as a volume for the home ref- 
erence shelf, the book should be useful. 
Where it can be afforded, it is recom- 
mended for individuals and libraries. 


Poor’s register of directors of the 
United States and Canada, 1936. 
9th annual ed. 30 cm. N. Y., Poor’s 
publishing co., 1936. 2736p. $60. 


This bulky quarto volume is in three 
parts, namely a corporation directory, a 
directory of industrial companies and a 
register of corporation and company 
officials. 

The corporation directory is a list of 
approximately 12,800 names of corpora- 
tions classified under Real estate, 
mortgage and finance companies, In- 
vestment trusts, Insurance companies, 
Stock exchange, etc., houses, Banks and 


trust companies, Steam railroads, and 
Public utility companies. Under these 
general headings, there is no subdivision 
nor any apparent arrangement, geo- 
graphical, alphabetical or other. An 
alphabetical index of firm names which 
precedes the directory is the key to its 
contents. 

For each corporation are given its ad- 
dress, president, and other leading offi- 
cials with their addresses. 

The directory of industrial companies 
which follows the corporation directory 
is classified under ninety or a hundred 
different headings from Advertising, 
printing arid publishing companies to 
Woolens and worsted companies. The 
arrangement of these sections is alpha- 
betical, but there are no corresponding 
subject captions at the tops of pages to 
assist the user in finding a given section. 
As in its companion list, the names of 
organizations under any heading are in 
no kind of order. 

The key to this section is an index 
which precedes it. This is classified fol- 
lowing the same headings as the main 
list, but the names under each heading 
are alphabeted. As no summary of sub- 
ject headings is supplied, the user must 
be familiar with the index in order to 
use it quickly. 

For each of the organizations in the 
directory of industrial companies is given 
the same kind of information as in the 
Corporation directory. 

The Register of corporation and com- 
pany officials is an alphabetical list which 
gives the “principal business affiliations, 
business addresses, (and) residence ad- 
dresses, of individuals serving as officers, 
directors, trustees, partners, etc., in busi- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





Juty, 


1936 41 





ness organizations. Where obtainable, is 
shown year and place of birth, college 
graduates (with year of graduation), 
and/or fraternal (other than college) 
memberships.” From 75,000 to 80,000 
names are estimated to be included. 

Though lacking absolute completeness 
as shown by comparison with the much 
smaller Who's who in commerce and 
industry reviewed elsewhere in this issue, 
Poor’s register of directors is the most 
comprehensive work of its kind known 
to the Committee. Its most conspicuous 
defect is the lack of any apparent ar- 
rangement of organization names under 
the general classifications of the cor- 
poration and company directories which 
constitute the fore part of the book. 
Some sufficient though not obvious reason 
may justify this disregard of better edi- 
torial practice, but considering the price 
asked, purchasers would seem entitled to 
a more usable and helpful arrangement 
of important material. The inconsist- 
ent inclusion of certain kinds of bio- 
graphical data in the list of individuals, 
though understandable, must also be 
noted. 

According to a publisher’s note: 
“While the listings ... have been 
obtained in virtually all cases from the 
individuals and companies themselves, 
the publishers do not . . . hold them- 
selves responsible for their accuracy.” 

The price of subscription includes 
supplementary lists devoted to correc- 
tions, additions and deletions, published 
several times a year. ‘These contain 
names both of firms and of individuals. 

Another supplementary publication 
also included in the price of the sub- 
scription is a Geographical section. This 


is a list of the names and business ad- 
dresses of individuals mentioned in Poor’s 
register of directors, classified by country 
or state, and subdivided under states by 
cities and towns. The arrangement of 
headings and of individual entries is 
alphabetical. The list of individuals is 
followed by a corresponding, similarly 
arranged list of corporations, banks, etc. 
“In the larger cities, where feasible, cor- 
porations are classified as to industries.” 

Though it is expensive, Poor’s register 
of directors is extremely useful for supply- 
ing a type of information which cannot 
be found so comprehensively assembled 
elsewhere. It is recommended for busi- 
ness and financial libraries and for large 
public libraries having business branches 
or departments. 


Practical business administration; 
a home-study course and general ref- 
erence work on economics of business, 


sales, advertising, production, account- 
ing, finance, practical statistics, cor- 
respondence, office equipment, auditing, 
cost accounting, and commercial law; 
prepared by a staff of accountants, 
auditors, management engineers and 
specialists in business methods and ad- 
ministration; over fifteen hundred il- 
lustrations, diagrams and charts. 12v. 
Chicago, American technical society, 
1935. Price (without instruction 
service) $39.80; to libraries $29.85. 


A letter from the publisher states the 
retail price of the set plus the instruction 
service to be $49.80. Since libraries do 
not avail themselves of the service, the 
retail price to them is $39.80; in addi- 
tion, a 25 percent discount is allowed, 
making the net cost of the set $29.85, 
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F. O. B. Chicago. Lost or damaged vol- 
umes may be replaced at $2.49 each. 

Practical business administration is a 
collection of texts which present a variety 
of business subjects in an elementary way 
for home study. They are attractively 
bound in dark red, semiflexible fabrikoid. 
A loose-leaf volume of lesson assign- 
ments and instructions accompanies the 
set for purchasers taking the instruction 
service. 


Contents 
follows: 


of the volumes are as 


Volume 1. Economics of business, by 
W. J. Graham. 
Volume 2. Sales and salesmanship, by 
C. A. Gauss, and T. I. Wightman. 
Volume 3. Advertising, by C. A. 
Gauss, and T. I. Wightman. 

Volume 4. Production management, 
by A. M. Simons. 

Volume 5. Production management 
(concluded). Business organization, 


by R. V. Cradit. 


Volume 6. Theory and practice of ac- 
counting, by Spurgeon Bell, revised 
by W. J. Graham. 

Volume 7. Theory and practice of 
accounting (concluded). Manage- 
rial accounting, by H. W. Quaint- 
ance, revised by E. Roscoe Jones. 

Volumes 8 and 9. Financial manage- 
ment, by J. O. McKinsey. 

Volume 10. Business correspondence, 
by E. A. Duddy. Cost accounting by 
W. J. Graham. Practical statistics, 
by T. M. Robinson. 

Volume 11. Auditing, revised by W. J. 
Graham. Office equipment, by W. J. 
Graham. 

Volume 12. Commercial law, by J. A. 
Chamberlain, revised by R. V. Cradit. 


In comparing the present work with 
the 1933 edition reviewed in the Bulle- 
tin for July 1934, it is found that the 
following sections which formed volume 
10 have been dropped : Employment field ; 
Employment management; Functions 
and personnel; Purchasing and stores 
department; and Credits. Other sec- 
tions of chapters which have disappeared 
and have not been replaced by material 
on the same subjects are Control over 
consignments, Distribution of indirect 
expense (in the volume on Accounting) 
and Bank bookkeeping. New material 
includes volume 1, Economics of business, 
and complete chapters on Business organi- 
zation (48 pages) and Practical statis- 
tics (65 pages). Scattered additions in- 
cidental to revision account for about 110 
pages. 

Of the 3,502 pages of text, excluding 
indexes, about 555 seem new, replacing 
other material, and 131 to contain more 
or less revision. The additions and re- 
visions are less important when ex- 
amined, however, than the figures would 
indicate. 

The revisions and additions are con- 
centrated chiefly in volumes 4-5, 6-7, and 
10. Volumes 2-3 on sales and advertis- 
ing remain virtually as in the old Busi- 
ness management series, 1922, and much 
other material is reprinted from that date 
and from publications of 1929. Thus, 
volume 4 is a reprint of volume 1 of Pro- 
duction management (1922) by A. H. 
Simons in the Business management 
series, except for two rewritten chapters 
on Traffic, formerly entitled Packing 
and shipping, and on Wages—payment 
for work, respectively. Volume 5 is 
an unchanged reprint of Production 
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management, volume 2, with an added 
section on Business organization by 
R. V. Cradit. The total amount of mate- 
rial remains about the same as in the 
preceding edition, and about four-fifths 
of the text is identical. 

The foreword explains that these vol- 
umes have been prepared “in the belief 
that a demand exists for a library that 
shall embrace all branches of business 
from simple bookkeeping to the adminis- 
tration of financial affairs of a corpora- 
tion.” Perhaps the preface is an un- 
corrected reprint from some earlier 
edition, since “simple bookkeeping” is not 
treated. Filing comes in for brief men- 
tion in a twenty-page chapter on office 
management. Banking, foreign trade 


and business forecasting are not included. 
Retailing receives but very scanty and 
scattered consideration. 
general index. 


There is no 


The set must therefore be considered 
as an assemblage of elementary texts in 
certain important business fields rather 
than as a complete or balanced work or 
series. One feels its lack of integration 
and the arbitrary emphasis or lack of 
emphasis on certain subjects. 

In the opinion of business librarians 
who have examined the set, better and 
newer material is available in the sub- 
jects covered. Not recommended. 

The Committee expresses no opinion 
on the value of the instruction service 
offered to individuals. 


Who’s who in commerce and indus- 
try, 1936. 205 East 42d St., N. Y., 
Institute for research in biography, 
inc., c1936. 1200p. Brown fabrikoid 
$15. 


This volume, the first of a proposed 
biennial series, includes 6,500 sketches 
of “chairmen of boards, presidents and 
other important officers of industrial, 
manufacturing and transportation cor- 
porations; executives of utilities, com- 
munications and mining companies; 
heads of insurance companies, financial 
and investment institutions and banks; 
merchants of leading department stores 
and mercantile establishments, and 
elected officers of important chambers 
of commerce and national trade associa- 
tions” of the United States and Canada. 

Names for the list were obtained 
through national trade associations, 
chambers of commerce, and “persons oc- 
cupying central positions in trade, 
finance and commerce.” As in their 
Who’s who among association executives, 
the publishers emphasize that representa- 
tion in this volume has not been paid for. 

In the preface acknowledgment is 
made of the assistance of an advisory 
board headed by Professor Irving Fisher 
of Yale university and including ten 
other professors of economic subjects in 
representative universities of the country. 
S. A. Kaye is referred to as editor. 

Special sections preceding the alpha- 
betical list contain biographical data for 
the United States Secretary of commerce 
and the Canadian Minister of trade and 
commerce, governors of the Federal re- 
serve board (before its recent reorgani- 
zation), and members of the Federal 
trade commission, the Interstate com- 
merce commission, and the Securities 
and exchange commission. With the 
Securities commissioners are listed the 
twelve administrative officials serving 
under them, but these men receive no bio- 
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graphical notice. Officials of similar rank 
under the other commissions are, some- 
what inconsistently, not mentioned. 

A majority of the sketches throughout 
the volume include date of birth, par- 
entage, education, marriage, business 
record, particularly as indicated by exec- 
utive positions, publications, clubs, hob- 
bies, and residential and office addresses. 
Items regarding children and religious 
and political affiliation, commonly found 
in books of this type, are not included in 
Who’s who in commerce and industry. 
In a number of cases, information is 
limited to a mere statement of official 
position and address. Eleven such were 
found in the W section. 

A very few women are included in 
Who's who in commerce and industry, 
among them Alice Foote MacDougall, 
Rose Knox, of the Knox gelatine com- 
pany, and Josephine Roche. Miss Roche’s 
connection with the National youth ad- 
ministration is not mentioned. 

Following the biographies is a cor- 
poration directory listing about 4,500 
firms, with their addresses and the names 
and positions of their chief officers, 
whose sketches are included in the 
volume. 

Information appears 
curate. 

The publisher’s assertion that this 
volume “may be considered as the first 
definite, fairly complete record of indus- 
trial leaders in the United States and 
Canada” suggested a comparison with 
Poor’s register of directors of the United 
States and Canada, 9th ed., 1936, 
noticed elsewhere in this issue. 

The two works seem to cover the 
same kinds of names, but Who’s who in 


generally ac- 


commerce and industry is much smaller. 
It is estimated to list somewhat over a 
third as many firms and less than one 
tenth as many individuals. Nevertheless, 
it contains some names not found in Poor, 
and notes past business connections and 
certain personal data, e¢.g., parentage, 
authorship, and clubs, omitted from the 
larger work. 

To see how far it might serve as a 
condensed directory of directors, sections 
A and J were gone through to ascertain 
the number of individuals holding direc- 
torships. In the combined sections, num- 
bering 345 names, 294 persons were so 
designated. Of the remaining 51 names, 
35 were listed in Poor, 25 of them specif- 
ically as directors, and 16 did not 
appear. 

Comparison with Who’s who in 
finance, banking and insurance, 1933- 
35 showed that the volumes did not 
greatly overlap. 

Of the thousand names in Who’s who 
in commerce and industry beginning with 
A, R, and W, 397 appear also in Who’s 
who in America, 1934-35. 

The book is covered with brown fabri- 
koid imitating leather. It opens easily 
and lies flat. However, the binding 
does not seem adequate for hard use in 
a volume of this size. The print is small 
but clear. 

Recommended for larger libraries and 
for business libraries. 


Who’s who in Latin America; a 
biographical dictionary of the out- 
standing living men and women of 
Spanish America and Brazil; editor, 
Percy Alvin Martin; assistant editor, 
Manoel da Silveira Soares Cardozo. 
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Stanford University, Calif., Stanford 
univ. pr., 1935. 438p. $6.50. 


To quote the foreword: “The present 
work is designed to place at the disposal 
of English readers a compact but com- 
prehensive biographical dictionary of the 
outstanding men and women of present- 
day Spanish America and Brazil.” Such 
a work covering the Latin American re- 
publics as a group has hitherto been want- 
ing. Its creation is justified in the opinion 
of the editor by the noteworthy achieve- 
ments of contemporary Latin Americans 
and by its possibilities for strengthening 
the cultural bonds between the United 
States and its southern neighbors. 

The editor is professor of history in 
Stanford university and well qualified by 
his connections and acquaintance to under- 
take such an enterprise. 

Essential facts are given about 1,320 
persons of South and Central America 
and the West Indies living as of January 
1, 1934. Distribution of these persons is 
as follows: Argentina, 212; Bolivia, 52; 
Brazil, 170; Chile, 117; Colombia, 111; 
Costa Rica, 10; Cuba, 62; Dominican 
Republic, 3; Ecuador, 40; Guatemala, 
23; Honduras, 22; Mexico, 150; Nica- 
ragua, 20; Panama, 32; Paraguay, 51; 
Peru, 93; Puerto Rico, 14; El Salvador, 
9; Uruguay, 64; Venezuela, 65. 

Information given for each individual 
usually includes occupation, place and 
date of birth, parents, to whom married, 
children, education, public career, decora- 
tion and honors if any, authorship, mem- 
bership in societies and organizations, and 
present address. 

The name forming the caption of an 
item is printed in blackface type, the 
surname being in capitals. This is a help 


——— 


to those unfamiliar with Portuguese and 
Spanish usage in the matter of compound 
surnames. Further help is given non- 
Latin readers by occasional cross refer- 
ences from familiar but incorrect to 
proper forms, thus: Calles, Plutarco 
Elias. See Elias Calles, Plutarco. It is 
suggested that a note on the formation 
of surnames would be a useful feature in 
a second edition. 

There is a short Necrology for 1934 
which includes names of persons who died 
while the volume was in press, and a 
Geographical index by countries. 

Selection of names has been limited to 
those of citizens by birth or by naturali- 
zation, a rule which has excluded many 
persons prominently associated with the 
countries concerned. Selection has been 
further limited to individuals whom the 
editor and his advisers felt to be truly 
representative. 

Biographical data were gathered by 
questionnaire and correspondence for most 
countries, and by personal application of 
the editor for Mexico, Guatemala and 
Cuba. In most cases where individuals 
failed to reply to inquiries, information 
was compiled from other sources. 

The editor frankly concedes that “al- 
most every reader conversant with Latin- 
American affairs will detect the omission 
of certain names which in his opinion 
warrant inclusion.” This explains the 
absence of various writers, artists, and 
public figures whom one would expect to 
find mentioned and who figure in books 
and articles dealing with Latin America. 
For example, one fails to find biographies 
of Daniel Salamanca, president of Bolivia 
from 1931 to 1934, and of Jorge de Lima, 
according to Books A broad, Spring, 1936, 
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“Brazil’s most publicized writer of to- 
day.” Who's who in Latin America will 
therefore have to be used with some allow- 
ances for the difficulties of a largely pio- 
neer effort and for possible differences of 
opinion as to what constitutes “repre- 
sentativeness.” 

The volume is a satisfactory piece of 
bookmaking, adequately bound in blue 
cloth and well printed on good paper. 

Though Who's who in Latin America 
has defects of omission it impresses one 
as a painstaking piece of work which 
should be very helpful. It is recom- 
mended for large public and college li- 
braries and for individuals and institu- 
tions having a special interest in Central 
and South America. 


World book encyclopedia annual for 
1935: a review of the events of the 
year; ed. by §. Edgar Farquhar. 
Chicago, W. F. Quarrie & co. [c1935] 


160p. Paper $1. 


This is the annual supplement to the 
W orld book encyclopedia. Previous issues 
have been reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin for July 1932 and July 
1933. 

The present issue is as generally well 
done and should prove as useful as its 
predecessors. The longer and many 
shorter articles are written by experts 
whose initials are appended. For ex- 
ample, A. P. Chew writes on agriculture, 
H. S. Quigley on Japan, and W. Carson 
Ryan, Jr., on American Indians. 

The articles are compact and are pre- 
pared primarily for young people as is 
the World book encyclopedia which they 
supplement. School librarians will wel- 
come the short but informing treatments 


of such topics as New deal legislation, 
record aviation flights, and Stakhanov, 
included in various longer articles, and 
also the general articles on such countries 
as Germany, Italy and Japan. 

A large proportion of the articles are 
on general subjects like education, litera- 
ture, public health, and countries, as one 
expects in a general yearbook. Within 
these articles are discussed many specific 
topics. These latter are largely brought 
out by means of numerous “See” entries, 
though less fully than could be wished. 
Thus, there are cross reference entries 
from Hitler and Boulder dam to Ger- 
many and Reclamation, respectively, but 
none from Vitamins and Works progress 
administration to Chemistry and Labor 
under which headings information occurs. 
Cross references within articles abound. 

The article, Literature, seems better 
adapted to adult readers than to young 
people, but is an improvement over the 
corresponding article in the 1934 Annual 
which was criticized by librarians as in- 
appropriate for a work of this type. 
About two thirds of it is devoted to fic- 
tion. Drama and essays are not men- 
tioned. 

The World book encyclopedia annual 
does not and obviously is not meant to 
compete with the very inclusive yearbooks 
which supplement some of the larger en- 
cyclopedias. For its purpose of presenting 
the year’s most important matters of in- 
terest briefly and simply, however, it is 
well adapted. In addition to its use for 
specific reference, it might even, because 
of its brevity, serve the reader desirous of 
reviewing the year’s events as a whole. 

The Annual should be useful in homes 
owning the World book encyclopedia and 
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in any library where quick reference ma- 
terial of a popular type can be used. 
Recommended. 


The World today; Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, new and supplementary 
articles . . . N. Y., Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 1933-date. Issued 5 times 
per year. $5 to Britannica owners, 
$6 to others. Spring back binder $1 


extra, 


This work in the form of a quarto 
periodical has been chosen by the pub- 
lishers as the method for keeping the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica up to date. 
Five numbers varying from 40 to 60 
pages each are issued during the year. 

Feature articles representing an ex- 
ceedingly wide range of current interests 
and running from one to three pages in 
length are signed by well-known special- 
ists. Among contributors to the 1934- 
1935 volume are Sidney B. Fay writing 
on Germany, Arnaldo S. Cortesi on 
Italy, Sir Norman Angell on peace, Shel- 
don Cheney on the theater, Walter F. 
Dodd on the Constitution, Secretary 
Wallace on the drought, H. M. Lyden- 
berg on libraries, Arthur H. Compton 
on physics, and William Beebe on deep 
sea exploration. Articles are well illus- 
trated: Each number also contains 
many short unsigned items of a news or 
statistical nature. Cartoons of the day, 
The Editor to his readers, and Calendar 
of events—a chronological record— 
appear as regular departments in each 
issue. 

Bibliographies occasionally follow the 
longer articles. In some cases they refer 
only to the Britannica or to previous is- 
sues of the World today; others con- 


Gtees 


sist of short well-chosen lists of recent 
books and periodical material. 

Since February 1935 a change in for- 
mat and type has given the pages of the 
World today a close physical resem- 
blance to those of the Britannica. Issues 
come in attractive two-color paper covers. 

Each issue has an index referring to 
page and column. In the final issue of 
the volume is a cumulative index for 
the period the volume covers. Issues are 
paged separately, and volumes run over 
two divided years, from September 
through June. This means an event must 
be placed quite definitely in point of 
time if it is to be located quickly. 

The World today ranks high as a 
magazine with distinguished contribu- 
tors presenting a broad scope of interests. 
Its unbiased presentation has been com- 
mended. As a reference supplement to 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica it is less 
successful. Some of the articles such as 
Clara E. Laughlin’s “A trip to Europe” 
and Will James’ “The cowboy rides on” 
appear too general or popular to have 
encyclopedic worth. Material neces- 
sarily scattered throughout a volume, 
the necessity of using the index for lo- 
cating any article, and the awkwardness 
in paging and volume arrangement noted 
above make it much less valuable as a 
reference tool than the yearbooks which 
supplement the New International and 
Americana encyclopedias. It is felt to 
be superior, however, to the loose-leaf 
services used by some encyclopedias to 
keep their information up to date. 

Recommended to libraries and indi- 
viduals as a magazine of current events 
supplementing the Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica or for separate purchase. 
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CORRECTION 


The two-volume, duroyd-bound edi- 
tion of the Funk and Wagnalls New 
standard dictionary, priced at $33 (which 
contains the Standard history of the 
world) was inadvertently listed in the 
title paragraph for the trade edition, in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin, Octo- 
ber 1934, p.52, instead of where it be- 
longed in the title paragraph for the 
special subscription edition, on p.54 of 
the same issue. Librarians are requested 
to correct their copies of this Bulletin 
accordingly. 

A copy of the latest, corrected im- 
pression of the above two-volume set is 
now being examined by the Subscrip- 
tion Books Committee, and a review will 
appear in an early issue of the Bulletin. 


NOTES 


A review of the new 1936 issue of the 
Encyclopedia Americana is being prepared 
for an early number of the Bulletin. 
Meanwhile, librarians will welcome the 
publisher’s statement to the Subscription 
Books Committee “that libraries owning 
the 1932 edition and ensuing year books 
would not need the 1936 edition.” 


A revised edition of the well-known 
New Champlin cyclopedia for young folks 
is now being marketed in two forms, both 
copyright by Henry Holt and company, 
1930, 1936. One set in twelve con- 
secutively numbered volumes is being 
handled for Holt as a subscription publi- 
cation by P. F. Collier and son company, 
whose imprint appears on the title page. 
The other set in six volumes is sold by 
Holt as a regular trade publication and 
bears the Holt imprint. 


The two sets differ in number of 
volumes and binding, but in contents are 
identical. Volumes in the set sold by 
Holt are not numbered and are offered 
either in combination or separately, except 
that the two volumes, Science and inven- 
tion, must be purchased together. Vol- 
umes in the Collier set are not sold 
separately. 

The Collier set is priced at $39.50; 
cash $35.55. The Holt set is listed at 
$28 complete ; or $5 a volume, except for 
Science and invention which are sold 
together at $10. 

An appraisal of the revision in both its 
forms is being prepared for an early issue 
of the Bulletin. 


A librarian who has examined Who’s 
who in American education, 1935-36 
edition, informs us that it appears to be 
identical with Presidents and professors 
in American colleges and universities, 
1935-36 except for certain addenda in 
the former and some preliminary material 
in the latter. The Subscription Books 
Committee plans a review of these works 
for a forthcoming number of the Bulletin. 





| gu vay d is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 


tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal wote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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